
Happy New Year 
Everyone!
I hope all of you have gotten 
through the holidays safely and 
healthily and that they were 
good ones for you. We were 
lucky to have a warmish New 
Year’s with no storms, but with 
the snow all melted, I’m ready 
for that cleansing whiteness and 
softness again. We certainly 
are back to winter’s chills; I 
find that stimulates me (and should keep me inside to do 
some drawing).  
This will be a smaller newsletter than usual and we will 
be featuring our newest Board members, Bob Lasky 
and Beth Daleo. We will also include an article from 
the 18th CPSA Convention on Ester Roi’s Icarus Board 
workshop, for which we didn’t have room in earlier 
newsletters.
The next meeting will be a time to catch up with each 
other, draw (bring your latest and all your pencils, etc) 
on either a drawing or again on Artists Trading Cards. 
We will also have a brief critique so bring anything you 
are working on and want to discuss. The formal critique 
will be in March, as usual. We hope to have time for a 
swap at our April meeting at the Guenther Gallery in 
Itasca.
Stay warm, comfy and producing art and we hope to see 
you on January 16th for our next meeting.
Warmly,

Joan E. Robertson, CPSA 
President
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE Upcoming Elections
We will be asking for volunteers from the membership to serve 
on the nominating committee for this year’s elections in April or 
May. Lois Henkel Brown will be serving another two years as Vice 
President of Programs, but Joan Robertson has finished the second 
of her two-year terms and under our by-laws must retire from the 
Presidency. We are going to need someone to step forward and take 
this position to lead our Chapter if we are to continue as a colored 
pencil group.
The President is the liaison with National CPSA; oversees the Board 
and chapter activities; edits and gives final approval of the newsletter 
and is solely responsible to National for its content; and currently 
coordinates the workshops. The President goes to the National 
Convention to represent Chapter 103 at the Presidents Forum.
Are you looking around and saying why aren’t some of the long-time 
members serving on the Board? They have. Sue Brooks, Priscilla 
Humay, Linda Henize, Twyla Horten and Tracy Frein have served as 
President; Gail Collier, Linda Henize, Twyla Horten, Debra McGrath, 
Jill Jacobek, Sharon Wright, Marjorie Webb and Lois Henkel 
Brown have served as VP-Programs; Marjorie Webb has served as 
Membership Chairman/Secretary, Joan Robertson, Eileen Davis, Patti 
Tyk, Desiree Riley as Secretary; Mary Ann Skutta, Esther Petersen 
and Kimberly Mullarkey served as Treasurer; Kathleen Burke, 
Janet Reed, Jill Jacobek and Les Smith have served as Membership 
Charimen; Sylvia Westgard has been newsletter editor/designer since 
1997.
So if your name is not on that list, or even if it is, please step forward 
and serve your chapter as President. It is important that you have a 
computer, or access to one at a library, since National communicates 
with the chapters only by email. By April the files will be in good 
condition with back-up materials for all our activities. Please 
volunteer to help us keep Chicago Chapter 103 going.

The prospectus is available for this exhibition at CaFE and the CPSA website, with the deadline 
for entries fast approaching on March 31. You can enter at any time, from now until March 31. 
Your work must be 100% colored pencil and solely your own concept, design and execution, no 
one else’s photographs may be used. 
Plan now and save your money to attend this convention within easy flying distance and 
conceivable driving distance and the superb workshops that are planned.  “Express Yourself! 
Put the “I” in Imagination” by Sheila Theodoratos, CPSA and “Colored Pencil – Wash and Dry:  
Break out of your old routine!” by Bonnie Auten, CPSA should provide exciting opportunities to 
try new ideas.

19th CPSA International Exhibition, Dallas, Texas — July 14 - 16, 2011
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Beth Daleo from Crystal Lake is one of our newest members, 
joining our chapter in January of 2010. In May she stepped 
forward to volunteer to serve as secretary of the Chicago DC 
103 Board. Beth describes herself:
“My mother was an art teacher, but 
while I loved and had good success 
in art throughout my youth I didn’t 
get my art teaching license for 25 
years. I taught elementary school in 
Wisconsin for 15 years, and while I 
have licenses in Art and Elementary 
Education in Illinois I am working 
part time in Tech Support at an 
elementary school so I can be home 
after school with my 12-year-old 
daughter, Gina. I have been married 
to Jim for 19 years and have a small 
bedroom for my art studio, which I 
share with the cat.
Since I grew up with an art teacher 
mom, I don’t ever remember 
not drawing or appreciating art. 
My mother is an active painter 
in watercolors and acrylics, plus 
dabbles in pastels, murals and 
stained glass.  I prefer drawing, but 
also like watercolor and painting 
old furniture.
When I saw a colored pencil artist 
on display at the Raue Center in Crystal Lake (was this our 
Bobbie Brown by any chance?) I was amazed at the beauty and 
detail and wanted to try it, taking a community college class 
shortly after that. 
Animals and nature are my favorite subject matter, but I am 
having fun with some old black and white photos I took and 
printed in photography class in college. They might develop 
into a series and provide lots of enjoyable problems to solve. 
While I work exclusively from photos I don’t just reproduce 
them, but adjust the composition or combine a background in 
one with a center of interest from another. I use Prismacolor 
pencils for the most part.
I like to have a few drawings going at once or I end up not 
drawing much. My starting point is a collection of photos I 
browse through for inspiration. Some of the work I’m happiest 
with started as a drawing in my sketchbook for fun. I hang 
them up with clips and look at them, thinking about what to 
add or how to change the composition. I know colored pencil 
can be a small and up-close sort of medium, but I like to 
stand back and see how the colors I use work together from 
a distance. Some goals are to continue to learn how to be 
efficient in color mixing, to explore how to create depth and 
mood in my work and to thoughtfully create my compositions.”
When asked what books she’s reading Beth recommends The 
Swan Thieves by Elizabeth Kostova and Still life: Adventures 

in Taxidermy, a different type of art. She will read anything 
that seems remotely interesting, including a lot of books on 
colored pencil. She listens to books like The Girl with the 

Dragon Tattoo when she is drawing 
or walking her dog. And she loves 
to travel, wanting to explore more 
of New Mexico, the Northeast and 
Northwest Canada for starters.
About volunteering for the Board, 
Beth figures the best way to learn 
more and become immersed in 
colored pencil is to get involved.  
Thank you Beth!  

Introducing New Board Member BETH DALEO

Beth Daleo in last November’s workshop. Her “Zelda” 
above, was shown in the 2010 Chapter show.
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ROBERT C. LASKY, Treasurer of the CPSA Board
Bob grew up in southeastern Michigan and graduated 
from Michigan State University with a degree in landscape 
architecture. Now that he has retired we are very fortunate to 
have him as our Board Treasurer.
Bob says: “I have been drawing as far back as I can remember. 
I took art classes in high school and watercolor illustration 
classes in college along with the design classes that were part 
of the curriculum for landscape architecture. I had not done art 
for several years due to the demands of my career, but with the 
approach of the new millennium I decided to get back into art 
as a hobby when I discovered colored 
pencil as a fine art media.
While in college, I used colored pencil 
and solvent to render site plans in color 
so I was familiar with the media. Felt 
tip markers replaced colored pencil as 
the medium of choice for rendering 
for many years so I got away from 
colored pencil. At about the time solvent 
based markers were discovered to have 
health hazards, I had a supervisor who 
liked colored pencil as a sketching 
and rendering media and insisted that 
I use it at work. The new millennium 
was approaching at about the same 
time so I decided to investigate colored 
pencil as a fine art medium. When I 
was investigating colored pencil, my 
wife saw an ad for the Chapter 103 
annual exhibition in our local paper. 
The show was in Hinsdale, Illinois that 
year. I attended out of curiosity and 
was amazed at the quality of work on 
display.  
Most of my recent work is landscapes or other 
nature subjects. I enjoy nature and being outdoors; 
my art subjects are an extension of that enjoyment.” 
(Bob also has a subtle sense of humor, which is 
demonstrated in his drawings).
“At times, ideas pop into my mind and I try to get a 
rough sketch of those on paper. At other times I sit 
in a comfortable chair, turn on relaxing music, grab 
a sketchbook and a few colored pencils and doodle. 
If the mood is right, ideas start to come and I put 
them on paper in brief form. Sometimes I know 
immediately if one is something I want to develop 
while other times I refer to the sketchbook later to 
see if there are ideas I want to peruse. I work in our 
den while comfortably seated.  
While I use many brands of colored pencils, 
the ones I use most often are Prismacolor and 
Faber Castell Polychromos. I usually draw from 
imagination. However, I sometimes refer to photos to 
clarify details such as tree bark, fruit, etc.

When I first got into colored pencil I would do a fairly complete 
drawing in a sketchbook then enlarge that on a copy machine 
and transfer it to the final paper by covering the back of the 
enlargement with graphite and tracing over the front. That 
process takes quite a bit of time so lately I have been using my 
preliminary sketches as a reference and drawing directly on the 
finished paper.  
I do art as a hobby to relax and give me a sense of 
accomplishment. I hope, but don’t expect, that my work brings 
enjoyment to others.

In addition to my art, most of my recreation 
reading consists of mystery novels. My 
favorite author is Tony Hillerman. I like a 
wide range of music, but usually have soft 
music playing while working on art projects. 
I like to visit any location with mountains. 
Any kind of mountains will do: rugged and 
rocky through rounded and tree covered. I 
think that this must be because of growing 
up in the table flat Midwest.”

Bob Lasky demonstrates his techniques in our last October Chapter 
meeting. Shown above is his “Purple Pool” exhibited in the 2010 
Chapter show.
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Colored pencil art is in itself a time-
consuming, detail-oriented medium. 
So why do we love it so much? That 
itʼs fascinating, portable, not too 
messy are just a few of the reasons. 
But...and itʼs a big BUT! How can we 
shorten the time it takes to complete a 
painting? 
 In answer to this, Esther Roi 
has invented the Icarus Board, a 
portable drawing board with two 
work zones — a warm zone and a 
cool zone. Use the cool zone for 
line drawing, layering, details, and 
finishing touches. Use the warm 
zone for mixing pigments, blending, 
burnishing, and reworking. “By 
shifting the artwork between the 
zones, the artist can take full 
advantage of the intrinsic 
properties of wax-based 
media,” according to Esther.  
In order to demonstrate, 
Esther and her husband 
Mario brought Icarus Boards 
to the National Convention 
in Santa Clara, CA last July. 
Their one-day workshop 
featured the boards and 
attendees worked with them 
and experimented with 
different techniques.
The workshop began with 
exercises to help attendees 
“get acquainted” with the boards. These were followed by the 
“Four Rivers Pebbles” on Stonehenge paper. Esther gave each 
one a folder with all the necessary instructions and samples of 
Lyra Aquacolor crayons.
The afternoon session brought a mussel shell to do on 
Colourfix paper. Because of time constraints, most attendees 
did not finish their projects. In addition, many of the boards 
were sold to the attendees.
The bottom line is simple — the Icarus Board is a wonderful 
tool, which can speed up the burnishing process. It does not 
work well on all papers and must be experimented with to 
determine the best uses. The heated side does indeed melt the 
layers of pigment; but you need to have enough pigment on the 
paper to allow for smooth melting and blending. This will take 
practice, but can be well worth the time spent.
The board comes in two sizes — 20 x 26 inches and 14 x 20 
inches. It features a lighted on-off switch, a temperature control 
dial, and an electric drawing board with a tempered glass top. 

Thinner papers and sanded papers 
work best. Layering must be thick 
enough to melt and work with the 
color shapers (which can be ordered 
through most art supply stores).
(Editorʼs NOTE: Although Esther 
claims it works on boards such as 
illustration, canvas, or wood, I found 
it very difficult on 300# watercolor 
paper and on illustration board. 
Remember, you must use thick 
applications of pigment.)

Esther Roi’s Icarus Board  
by Diane L. Radtke

Ester Roi and her work “Into the Light” created using 
her Icarus Board shown at top.
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Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.

Please return this form,with your $20.00 check to: 

Robert C. Lasky, DC 103 Treasurer, 
425 W. Park Avenue,
Wheaton, IL, 60189

NAME

STREET ADDRESS CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

CITY

ZIP/POSTAL ZONE

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL

STATE

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

(Make checks payable to: CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103)

Additional Information

2010-2011
Chicago 
District Chapter 103
Membership

 Due November 1, 2010

I understand that all CPSA memberships must be 
renewed every November 1 and that chapter dues cannot 
be prorated.  
I also understand I must join the National CPSA organiza-
tion to be affliated with the local chapter.

Calendar: Sundays, 1:30pm, Palatine Public Library unless noted. 
September 19, 2010 - Ed Brickler, Canson Papers;
    DVD of 18th CPSA International Exhibition
October 24, 2010 -Treasury of Techniques
November 06-07, 2010 - "Speedy Landscapes with 
Pat Averill" workshop
December, 2010 - no meeting
January 16, 2010 - Draw in and Artists Trading Cards 
February 27, 2011 - (Note later date) Draw in - 
Experimental Surfaces (Slate, vellum, etc.)
March 20, 2011-12:30- Chapter Critique, Nancy 
Shinn Hart
April 17, 2011 -TBA
May 15, 2011-12:30pm - TBA mini-workshop 

President - Joan E. Robertson              847-526-4515
Vice President - Lois Henkel Brown     708-354-0011
Secretary - Beth R. Daleo                    815-477-4419
Treasurer - Robert C. Lasky                 630-668-8984
Membership - Les Smith                     630-469-7008
Newsletter Editor - Sylvia Westgard     847-537-3871 
  

2010-2011 Chapter Board Contact / Phone 

Rte. 53

Dundee Rd. (Rte.68)
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700 N. Court Dr.
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Bakers Square

Exit Dundee Rd.
Go West to Hicks

Shopping
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This is not to scale. If coming from Rt. 53, exit at Dundee Rd. and go west to Hicks Rd. Turn 
left and go south on Hicks to 1st Bank Dr. Itʼs a stop light. (Sears Essentials is on the left.) 
Turn right and go to the stop sign. Turn right and the Library is there.From Northwest 
Hwy., you can go north on Hicks to the stop light, turn left and go to stop sign, turn right 
and you are there. Or. you can turn onto 1st Bank Dr. at the stop light by Bakers Square and 
the Bank. Opposite of this light is the shopping center that has Hobby Lobby and Ace.

New member      Renewal

I would like to actively participate in CPSA Chicago Chapter 103.
_ Publicity
_ Hospitality
_ Exhibitions
_ Computer Work _ Mac _PC
_ Demonstrations
_ Other

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

chicago-dc103@cpsa.org 9/2008

When you join CPSA, you receive the following benefits:
• Full-color magazine, To The Point, twice annually
• CPSA Membership Directory and Handbook
• District Chapters across the US for local and regional networking
• Product research, pigment identification, lightfast information
• Lower entry fees for CPSA  exhibitions
• Lower rate workshops at CPSA conventions
• Ability to earn Signature status (only qualifying members who  

pay dues each year are authorized to use the initials CPSA and/or  
CPX after their name)

• Links to the websites of CPSA members

Members must be 18 years or older.
Dues: CPSA now offers Online Payment at www.cpsa.org
     $40 (US funds)/yr   US & Canada
     $45 (US funds)/yr   all other countries
     $500 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership
     $650 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Canada
     $800 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Other Country
Note: Amounts in excess of dues will be considered a donation

Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.
Please return this form with your check payable to:  CPSA;  

Pay by December 1 to appear in Directory.
Cynthia Haase, Membership Director

PMB 184, 8156 South Wadsworth Blvd. Unit E
Littleton, CO 80128

Email:  membership@cpsa.org
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New member         Change my contact information
What is your level of expertise?
Beginner       Intermediate      Advanced      Professional
I teach workshops
How did you hear about CPSA

___________________________________________
 Check here to OMIT your name from the CPSA 
 Directory.

www.cpsa.org
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2010-2011  
CHICAGO  
DISTRICT  

CHAPTER 103 
BOARD AND 

CHAIRPEOPLE

President

Joan E. RobERtson, CPsa
Phone: 847-526-4515
email: jrober1061@comcast.net

Vice President

LoIs HEnKEL bRoWn
Phone: 708-354-0011

Treasurer

RobERt C. LasKy, CPsa

Phone:  630-668-8984

email:  sitework@gmail.com

Secretary

bEtH R. DaLEo
Phone:  815-477-4419
email:  bhrdaleo@sbcglobal.net

Membership Director

LEs sMItH                     

Phone: 630-469-7008 
Cell phone: 630-306-2908

email: LTSmith39@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

syLvIa WEstgaRD, CPsa

Phone: 847-537-3871

email: westgard484@comcast.net 
          sylvia.westgard@d214.org
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Palatine Public Library
700 N. Court Dr.

If coming from Rte. 53, exit 
at Dundee Rd. and go west 
to Hicks Rd. Turn left and go 
south on Hicks to 1st Bank Dr. 
It’s a stop light. Turn right and 
go to the stop sign. Turn right 
and the Library is there.
From Northwest Hwy., you can 
go north on Hicks to the stop 
light, turn left and go to stop 
sign, turn right and you are 
there. Or, you can turn onto 1st 
Bank Dr. at the stop light by 
Bakers Square and the Bank. 
Opposite of this light is the 
shopping center that has Hobby 
Lobby and Ace.

2011 Dates

January 16, 2011  1:30 p.m. 
Draw in, Artists Trading Cards, group critique

February 27 (Not 3rd Sunday)  1:30 p.m. 
Experimental Surfaces, with short demos by  

Elaine Jeffress and Kimberly Mullarkey

March 20 12:30 p.m. 
Members’ Critique with Nancy Hart

April 17 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Framing techniques at the Guenther Gallery, Itasca.  

This will not be at the Palatine Library. 

May 15 12:30 p.m. 
Mini-workshop with Priscilla Humay on clouds  

and shadows

CHAPTER MEETINGS WILL BE HELD IN THE 
PALATINE PUBLIC LIBRARY

We were one of twelve chapters out of 27 that received products from Mars and 
Staedler as a bonus for getting our tax information in and for returning our surveys 
promptly. These products were part of a raffle at the September meeting. And while 

the average return of surveys from all chapters was 45.2% of all the members in 
chapters, 76% of our chapter returned the survey!!! Thank you all.

Did you know?



Hello everyone!  I hope you all survived 
the blizzard of 2011 with no bad effects. 
It certainly was a challenge to the snow 
removal crews and anyone trying to get 
around. As I write this we have had one 
day of delightful 52 degrees and are now 
back with below freezing temps and snow 
showers. Spring is coming; a downstate 
friend reports there are buds on the trees 
there. I hear lots of birds singing outside 
and saw two Sandhill cranes last week.  
We have one member who has been accepted into the most 
recent “Explore This! 7” on-line, Sylvia Westgard, with a crayon/
colored pencil piece. Congratulations Sylvia! Please check out 
the fantastic entries. Five people have now earned their CPX 
designation for being accepted into all three of the mixed media/
CP on-line exhibits, with three of those also holding the CPSA 
status. Fifty-four people got into the show; there are 12 awards.
On April 2 we will have an exciting field trip to draw at the 
Orchids by Hausermann Farm. It starts at 8:30 so we can draw 
before the customers come in and look over our shoulders. Lois 
and I are not morning people but we make the effort and be there 
for this opportunity to draw absolutely gorgeous orchids. You 
need to let her know by March 30 for sure if you are coming.
Enclosed in this newsletter is the registration form for the 
November 12-13th fall workshop on Trompe L’oeil (fooling the 
eye) with Arlene Sternberg. We have lowered the rate for the 
workshop to $165 ($190 non-members) with hopes that more 
people will be able to attend. Also included is the entry form for 
the chapter show, “Reaching Beyond Colored Pencil” in October.  
This is a mixed media and colored pencil show, so this is your 
chance to try, then show, new approaches.  Please copy these 
forms, save them and send them back if you interested in taking 
part.  We need your commitment.
We have some exciting programs with which to round out the 
2010-2011 chapter year:  Nancy Hart for our members’ critique 
on March 20; a trip to Guenther Gallery and Design in Itasca for 
tips on framing to save our art and our environment on April 17; 
a mini-workshop from Priscilla Humay on clouds and shadows 
May 15.
I look forward to seeing many of you at these events.
Warmly,

Joan E. Robertson, CPSA 
 President
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE Upcoming Elections
Lois Henkel Brown will be serving another two years as 
Vice President of Programs, but Joan Robertson has finished 
up her two terms as President.  We need to find a new 
President to lead our group if we are to continue as a colored 
pencil chapter.  Marjorie Webb and Joan are serving on the 
Nominating Committee.
We, the CPSA Board, need you to step forward and volunteer 
to lead our chapter.  Calls have been made to all the people 
most likely to take the position, but no one has yet agreed to 
become President.  Someone out there is the new President.  
However, we do not know who you are and need you to call 
Joan or Marjorie.  This could be two of you who opt to share 
the position and duties.
The President is the liaison with National CPSA; oversees the 
Board and chapter activities; edits and gives final approval of 
the newsletter and is responsible to National for its content 
(not usually a problem); runs the meetings and disseminates 
information to the chapter; and could coordinate the workshop 
or designate someone else.  The President or a designated 
representative goes to the National Convention to represent 
DC Chapter 103 at the Presidents’ Forum, where new ideas 
and problem solutions are gleaned.  The Chicago DC 103 
Board has voted to reimburse the new President or rep $500 to 
attend the Forum; national gives a stipend of $200, so $700 of 
expenses are paid for up front.
It is important that you have a computer, or access to one at 
your library, since national communicates with the chapters 
only by email.  
If you have been enjoying the programs from CPSA Chicago 
DC 103 please, please step forward so that all of us can 
continue to learn more about colored pencil and build deeper 
friendships with other colored pencil artists.  We need a new 
president or co-presidents!

NOTE: OUR APRIL 17 MEETING
The April meeting will not be at the Palatine library, but 
at the Guenther Gallery, 1260 W. Irving Park Road, Itasca, 
IL for a demonstration on framing your art to make it look 
its best, preserve its paper, with some tips on framing for 
exhibitions or for home, plus brand-new “green” framing 
techniques.  The field of framing is constantly changing 
and supplies are upgraded, so please come and find out the 
newest way to enhance your art. (See map on back page).
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Most of us have tried drawing with 
colored pencil on various papers, such 
as Stonehenge, Mi Tientes and some 
watercolor papers. At our most recent 
meeting February 27, we watched 
as some of our members suggested 
techniques on some interesting 
alternative substrates.
Kimberly Mullarkey showed great 
strength in bringing several pieces of 
slate tile for us to try. Her inspiration 
was an article in an old American 
Artist magazine by the artist Adria 
Peterson, whose technique involves 
coating the slate with gold leaf and 
then drawing over this layer. This gives 
a luminous quality to her drawings 
that is reminiscent of Renaissance art. 
Kimberly showed us some examples of 
art on pieces of marble that were made 
by one of her students. The marble 
needs to be sanded to accept the pencil. 
Next she demonstrated drawing on a 
piece of slate that she had previously 
started. In order to achieve an intense 
red for her background, she worked 
several layers of pencil strokes over the 
tile, alternating different reds to get a 
rich warm color. She worked directly on 
the slate surface, without the gold leaf 
layer. I can’t wait to see how the final 
work comes out.
The use of colored pencil on Mylar 
was the subject of Elaine Jeffress’s 
presentation. A Mylar sheet with a 
matte surface must be used to accept the 
colored pencil. Elaine brought several 
of her wonderful flower drawings to 
show as examples of this process. 
She answered many of the members’ 
questions on how to use the Mylar 
as a drawing surface.  (One member 

mentioned that finding Mylar 
or acrylic with both sides 
frosted allows a black/gray scale 
drawing to be drawn on one side, 
with color on the other side, ala 
Robert Guthrie.)
Joan Robertson brought in 
several different pieces of wood 
for those who were interested 
in trying this material as a 
background for a drawing. She 
recommended consulting Janie 
Gildow’s book, Colored Pencil 
Explorations, as a guide in working 
on wood. The book contains a chapter 
by Priscilla Humay featuring one of 
her cloud landscapes in a step by step 
demonstration using acrylic paint 
alternated with layers of colored pencil. 
Priscilla used a maple wood panel as 
her substrate. 
It gave us all food for thought for 
exploring and experimenting with other 
ways to work in colored pencil. Some or 
all of these materials will be fun to try.

Arlene Widrevitz

Some Interesting Alternatives to Drawing on Paper
Chapter meeting — February 27, 2011

Kimberly Mullarkey shows her technique 
of working on a slate surface.

The use of Mylar was the subject of 
Elaine Jeffress presentation.

Joan Robertson talked 
about working on wood as 
an alternative to paper.

The Chapter group 
enjoyed a lively meeting, 
exploring new options for 
colored pencil.

Photos by Sylvia Westgard
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----------------------------------------------- Detach and Mail -----------------------------------------------
REGISTRATION FORM

“The Keys To Successful Trompe L’oeil”  Nov. 12 and 13, 2011
  PLEASE PRINT

NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________________________________ STATE  ____________ZIP_______________
 
PHONE (Including area code)  ______________________________ E-MAIL _________________________________________

Workshop Fee:     (  ) Chapter 103 member $165          (   )  Non-member $190

Deposit $     _______ (minimum $50 by October 1, 2011)     Balance Due $____________  (payable November 12x at check-in)
After October 1, full payment is required for registration

Make check payable to “CPSA Chicago – District Chapter 103”.  Send check and this registration form to:
Joan E. Robertson, 110 Parkview Drive, Wauconda, IL  60084

Please arrive by 8:30 a.m. on Saturday to check in and select your seat.
Holiday Inn Express Palatine/Arlington Heights
1550 East Dundee Road, Palatine, Illinois 60074
Hotel information will be provided in the registration packet.

Two-Day Workshop Fee

“The Keys To Successful Trompe L’oeil” (fooling the eye)

Chapter 103 members - $165; Non-members — $190; $50 
non-refundable deposit. Reserve your place now.Deadline for 
registration is October 1.
The workshop is limited to 25 participants.
Workshop Synopsis
Trompe l’oeil literally means “fool the eye” and was used 
throughout the centuries to create paintings of objects that 
looked so real, viewers would want to pick them up off the 
canvas. Workshop participants will see examples of trompe 
l’oeil throughout the ages and how they can use colored 
pencils to create objects so believable that the viewer 
will have trouble discerning what’s real and what’s not. 
Participants will create their own small trompe l’oeil drawing 
of a seed packet taped to a mat. Techniques covered will 
include working with complements, developing a full range 
of values to make the illusion more believable, tips for better 
composition and using color to create a more vibrant drawing. 
Arlene will also demonstrate how to quickly add color using 
two different techniques; one with Inktense pencils and the 
other by using pencil dust.
About the Instructor
Arlene Steinberg, CPSA has been creating art since she was 
a young child. Her favorite activity was to draw, especially 
during class time. Her teachers might have been frustrated by 
her lack of interest in their curriculum but most did encourage 
her talent. After graduating from high school, Arlene went to 

Syracuse University 
and majored in 
textile arts, receiving 
a fine arts degree in 
1977.  She worked in 
the home furnishings 
textile industry , 
then in 1985 she ran 
her own wallpaper 
company until her 
children arrived.
Since discovering colored pencils in 2001 she’s been 
accepted into 8 CPSA International shows, has won many 
awards including awards at CPSA, the Salmagundi Club, The 
Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club, Allied Artists of America 
and American Artist Magazine. One drawing is in a group 
show that has been traveling around to different museums for 
3 years and another drawing will be in a new group museum 
show starting in 2013. She is a Five Year Merit Signature 
member of CPSA, and is also a member of The Catharine 
Lorillard Wolfe Art Club and the International Guild of Realism. 
The hardcover version of her book Masterful Color has sold 
out. A paperback version will be available in the fall of 2011. 
Arlene teaches workshops in NY and around the country. 
Questions regarding the workshop or Chapter membership? 
Contact Joan E. Robertson at jrober1061@comcast.net or 
847-526-4515

A two-day workshop presented by Arlene Steinberg, CPSA
Saturday and Sunday, November 12-13, 2011 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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“Clouds and Shadows”
CPSA Chicago Chapter • Mini Workshop • May 15, 2011 • 12:30 pm

Priscilla Humay, CPSA
The sky has varying color and value gradations depending 
on the season, weather, and time of day. It is the light 
source, even at night, and can dramatically alter the 
mood of an artwork making it an essential element in 
a composition. It may also be a ‘backdrop’ to building, 
landscape, or figures. Clouds against the sky are like 
actors on the stage.  
You will work from your own reference “sky–cloud” 
photos. It is important that the photos be your own, so you 
know the scene’s intensity and mood.

You will learn how to:
• draw values, highlights, and shadows
• develop crisp, clear edges
• create edges that are soft, wispy, or blurred
• apply gradual color from whitest areas through darkest areas
• apply the rules of perspective, overlapping, and receding in 
  distance
• follow the directional light source
• create values, shadows, and cast shadows

Bring your supplies:
• Drawing board or surface
• Stonehenge Paper, not  
  larger than 11 x 15”
• Strathmore 10 ply 500  
  Illustration Board, not  
  larger than 11 x 15”
• Colored pencils (whatever  
  you have)
• Verithins (whatever you  
  have)
• 2B graphite pencil
• Hand held pencil  
  sharpener
• Black factus 18 eraser

Diana Garrett has provided 
additional supplies, 
complements of Sanford 
Prismacolor

The prospectus is available for this exhibition at CaFE and the CPSA website, with the deadline 
for entries fast approaching on March 31. You can enter at any time, from now until March 31. 
Your work must be 100% colored pencil and solely your own concept, design and execution, no 
one else’s photographs may be used. 
Plan now and save your money to attend this convention within easy flying distance and 
conceivable driving distance and the superb workshops that are planned.  “Express Yourself! 
Put the “I” in Imagination” by Sheila Theodoratos, CPSA and “Colored Pencil – Wash and Dry:  
Break out of your old routine!” by Bonnie Auten, CPSA should provide exciting opportunities to 
try new ideas.

19th CPSA International Exhibition, Dallas, Texas — July 14 - 16, 2011

You need to let Lois Henkel Brown know by May 7th if you are coming so we know how many 
to plan for. This mini-workshop is free to members, but will cost non-members $15.

“March Billows” by Priscilla Humay

 Detach and Mail
REGISTRATION FORM

“Clouds and Shadows” Mini Workshop, May 15, 2011
  PLEASE PRINT

NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________________________________ STATE  ____________ZIP_______________
 
PHONE (Including area code)  ______________________________ E-MAIL _________________________________________

Workshop Fee:     (  ) Free to members          (   )  Non-member $15

Send this registration form (and check if applicable, made out to Chicago DC 103) to:
Lois Henkel Brown, 1200 Alima Terrace, La Grange Park, IL 60526

Bring two or three interesting sky-cloud reference 
photos taken by you from which to work.
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“Reaching Beyond Colored Pencil”
An exhibit of colored pencil drawings with mixed media

14th CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103 Exhibition
Schaumburg Prairie Center for the Arts  201 Schaumburg Court, Schaumburg, IL 60193

Friday, September 30 - Thursday, October 27, 2011
Artists’ Reception:  Sunday, October 2, 4:00-6:30 p.m.

This year we will hold a non-juried, experimental chapter exhibition at the 
Herbert J. Aigner Gallery, Schaumburg Prairie Center for the Arts, Friday, 
September 30 - Thursday, October 27, 2011.  
ELIGIBILITY:  Any member of CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103 who 
has paid chapter and national dues for the 2010-2011 year, who is on 
record by June 30, 2011; or non-members.
HANGING FEE:  Members: $15 for first entry, $10 for second, $10 for 
third ($15, $25 or $35 check) Non-members: $20 for first entry, $10, 
$10 ($20, $30 or $40) Check made payable to CPSA Chicago District 
Chapter 103 and mailed with the entry form)
SPECIFICATIONS: 
1.  One to three 75% colored pencil drawings with mixed media or 100% 
CP drawing, created in the last five years, may be submitted.  
2.  No piece may have been exhibited in a prior show at the Prairie 
Center for the Arts. 
3.  Art should have a neutral mat (white, off-white, tan, gray or black).  
Use a simple wood or metal frame (no clip-on or self-standing photo 
frames) with acrylic or Plexiglas glazing (no glass). Have art wired, ready 
to hang, with no saw tooth hangers.
4.  Work should be no larger than 40” in framed width.
5.  Work must be original in concept.  If from photos they must be only 
your own, even with permission, photos taken by others are not allowed.
6.  Three dimensional pieces are acceptable, no heavier than 25 pounds, 
75% colored pencil included.
7.  It is preferred that the work be for sale since the non-profit Prairie 

Center receives a 25% commission. Art is insured up to $1,000 maxi-
mum on site.  If art is not for sale (NFS), a reasonable value for insur-
ance purposes must be included.
8.  You must fill out the entry form completely and return by July 18, 
2011 for your name to be included on the invitation and to signify your 
commitment to exhibit.
9.  No information on the entry form may be changed after submission.
AWARDS:  Best of Show $150, Award of Excellence $100, Award of 
Merit $75, Honorable Mention $50; People’s Choice Award $50.  Awards 
Juror: To be announced.
DELIVERY:  Bring your work on Tuesday, September 27th to the 
Schaumburg Prairie Center for the Arts, 201 Schaumburg Court, 
Schaumburg, IL 60193, between 2:00 and 5:00 p.m.  Bring your contract, 
completely filled out, with your work.  
Those needing to ship may send work to the Schaumburg Prairie 
Center for the Arts to arrive by Monday, September 26 at the latest, with 
return shipping prepaid by the artist and a label included.  Do not use 
US Postal Service, please. Use a reusable carton such as an Airfloat 
Strongbox, with no styrofoam peanuts.  Work arriving in unsuitable 
packaging will be returned COD.  Neither the Prairie Center nor CPSA 
Chapter 103 will be responsible for any work delivered in a damaged 
condition.
PICK UP:  Friday, October 28, 2:00-5:00 p.m.
If you have any questions, please call the exhibit chairperson, Judy 
Shepelak at 708-383-4094.

Exhibition Entry Form
In order to signify your commitment to enter a piece in the show, please complete this form along with a check for (members) $15 for one entry, $25 
for two entries, $35 for three made payable to CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103 by July 18th. (Non-members: $20, 30, or $40)

Name                                                                                                                                                                                 
Address                                                                                             City                                                        State                         
Zip                                  Phone (            )                            e-mail                                                                                      

ENTRY #1 Title of Piece                                                                                           Medium                                                 
Framed Size (HxW)                    Date Executed                        Value or Price                For Sale        Not for Sale (NFS)         

ENTRY #2 Title of Piece                                                                                           Medium                                                 
Framed Size (HxW)                    Date Executed                        Value or Price                For Sale        Not for Sale (NFS)      

ENTRY #3 Title of Piece                                                                                           Medium                                                 
Framed Size (HxW)                    Date Executed                         Value or Price                For Sale        Not for Sale (NFS)  

Submission of this form means you agree to all the specifications.
Mail your entry form and check to:  Ms. Judy Shepelak, 201 S. Euclid Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302
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MeMbers in the news

Leonardo’s Swans
by Karen Essex
This novel of 15th century Italy involves the 
story Isabella and Beatrice d’Este, privileged, 
ambitious, powerful, and patrons of Leonardo 
DaVinci. Their lives are woven into the politics 
and colorful court of Ludovico Sforza, Duke of 
Milan, during a tumultuous period of Milan’s 
history.  The rivalry  between the two lasts all 
of their lives as they travel through the royal 
courts of Italy. The author uses lush, colorful 
descriptions that bring to life this wonderful 
historical novel. It was a joy to read.
The author makes use of excerpts from 
Leonardo’s notebooks to begin each chapter, 
managing to combine fiction with accurate 

historical research which makes the book both 
exciting and interesting. One of the pleasures of 
reading this book is learning the secret history 
behind paintings like The Last Supper and 
The Virgin of the Rocks.  It surprised me about 
Leonardo had a brilliant but disorganized mind 
whose “twitchy intelligence” made him interested 
in starting countless projects but unable to finish 
few.
Out of curiosity I went to the computer to 
see what these sisters actually looked like in 
the paintings that Leonardo produced.  It was 
fascinating seeing the sisters, their husbands, and 
the paintings that were done during their lives.  
I recommend this powerful book to any that enjoy 
fiction that parallels the actual history. And it 
doesn’t hurt to love Italy. 

Book Review by Sylvia Westgard

Bobbie Brown, CPSA, is in a two person show, “Vanishing 
Circles”, February-April, with Rhonda Nass at the Sonora Desert 
Museum in Arizona with work the Museum has commissioned 
from them.
Bernice Murphy has 13 pieces on display at the Addison Public 
Library through February; one piece is featured on the library’s 
website.
Congratulations to our two chapter members, Sylvia Westgard, 
CPSA and Gene Mlekoday, CPSA (Minnesota), who both have 
work featured in the 2011 CPSA Membership Directory. (Your 
copy is coming soon)
Joan E. Robertson, CPSA, will exhibit “Japanese Reflections” in 
the “Best of the Best” show from the Elmhurst Art Guild, March 
26-May 5 at the Mayslake Peabody Estate, Oakbrook, IL.
Kristy Kutch and Allan Servoss are featured in the Portfolio 
section of the March issue of Pratique des Arts, a French art 
magazine, along with other CPSA artists Ann Kulberg, Dianna 
Soisson, Arlene Steinberg and Maggie Toole.
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Orchids by 
Hausermann

Draw-in at the Hausermann’s  
Orchid Greenhouse, April 2

On April 2, we will have a field trip to Orchids by 
Hausermann, 2N134 Addison Road, Villa Park (60181) to 
draw their fantasticly beautiful orchids.  This is the largest 
and oldest orchid grower in the Midwest, in business since 
1935.  We will be able to draw without other people being 
there from 8:30 am to 11:30 am, so please meet at 8:30 at 
the greenhouse.  Bring your drawing supplies and a camera, 
because you will probably see far more lovelies than you can 
possibly draw in three hours.
It is very important to call Lois Henkel Brown at 708-354-
0011 by no later than Wednesday, March 30, to confirm your 
attendance.  She needs to give a count to Gene Hausermann 
so he can prepare for us.

MARCH 20th MEETING –   
12:30 pm at the Palatine Public Library 

Nancy Shinn Hart, former Curator of the Rare Print and 
Drawing collection, Morton Arboretum, Instructor of 
botanical art classes, lecturer on art and the Sterling Morton 
Libraries Rare Print Collection, will be our critiquer for the 
March 20th meeting.  Nancy is a practicing artist, including 
knowing the English style of watercolor, and also developed 
the Botanical Art and Illustration Certificate Program at the 
Arboretum. She is a graduate of the Art Institute of Chicago 
and works in a wide variety of art techniques and media.  So 
please come, bring one or two pieces of art for Nancy’s input, 
or just come and enjoy seeing what everyone else is doing.  
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Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.

Please return this form,with your $20.00 check to: 

Robert C. Lasky, DC 103 Treasurer, 
425 W. Park Avenue,
Wheaton, IL, 60189

NAME

STREET ADDRESS CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

CITY

ZIP/POSTAL ZONE

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL

STATE

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

(Make checks payable to: CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103)

Additional Information

2010-2011
Chicago 
District Chapter 103
Membership

 Due November 1, 2010

I understand that all CPSA memberships must be 
renewed every November 1 and that chapter dues cannot 
be prorated.  
I also understand I must join the National CPSA organiza-
tion to be affliated with the local chapter.

Calendar: Sundays, 1:30pm, Palatine Public Library unless noted. 
September 19, 2010 - Ed Brickler, Canson Papers;
    DVD of 18th CPSA International Exhibition
October 24, 2010 -Treasury of Techniques
November 06-07, 2010 - "Speedy Landscapes with 
Pat Averill" workshop
December, 2010 - no meeting
January 16, 2010 - Draw in and Artists Trading Cards 
February 27, 2011 - (Note later date) Draw in - 
Experimental Surfaces (Slate, vellum, etc.)
March 20, 2011-12:30- Chapter Critique, Nancy 
Shinn Hart
April 17, 2011 -TBA
May 15, 2011-12:30pm - TBA mini-workshop 

President - Joan E. Robertson              847-526-4515
Vice President - Lois Henkel Brown     708-354-0011
Secretary - Beth R. Daleo                    815-477-4419
Treasurer - Robert C. Lasky                 630-668-8984
Membership - Les Smith                     630-469-7008
Newsletter Editor - Sylvia Westgard     847-537-3871 
  

2010-2011 Chapter Board Contact / Phone 
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left and go south on Hicks to 1st Bank Dr. Itʼs a stop light. (Sears Essentials is on the left.) 
Turn right and go to the stop sign. Turn right and the Library is there.From Northwest 
Hwy., you can go north on Hicks to the stop light, turn left and go to stop sign, turn right 
and you are there. Or. you can turn onto 1st Bank Dr. at the stop light by Bakers Square and 
the Bank. Opposite of this light is the shopping center that has Hobby Lobby and Ace.

New member      Renewal

I would like to actively participate in CPSA Chicago Chapter 103.
_ Publicity
_ Hospitality
_ Exhibitions
_ Computer Work _ Mac _PC
_ Demonstrations
_ Other

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

chicago-dc103@cpsa.org 9/2008

When you join CPSA, you receive the following benefits:
• Full-color magazine, To The Point, twice annually
• CPSA Membership Directory and Handbook
• District Chapters across the US for local and regional networking
• Product research, pigment identification, lightfast information
• Lower entry fees for CPSA  exhibitions
• Lower rate workshops at CPSA conventions
• Ability to earn Signature status (only qualifying members who  

pay dues each year are authorized to use the initials CPSA and/or  
CPX after their name)

• Links to the websites of CPSA members

Members must be 18 years or older.
Dues: CPSA now offers Online Payment at www.cpsa.org
     $40 (US funds)/yr   US & Canada
     $45 (US funds)/yr   all other countries
     $500 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership
     $650 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Canada
     $800 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Other Country
Note: Amounts in excess of dues will be considered a donation

Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.
Please return this form with your check payable to:  CPSA;  

Pay by December 1 to appear in Directory.
Cynthia Haase, Membership Director

PMB 184, 8156 South Wadsworth Blvd. Unit E
Littleton, CO 80128

Email:  membership@cpsa.org

2009

New member         Change my contact information
What is your level of expertise?
Beginner       Intermediate      Advanced      Professional
I teach workshops
How did you hear about CPSA

___________________________________________
 Check here to OMIT your name from the CPSA 
 Directory.

www.cpsa.org

MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please print carefully. What you write here goes in the Directory.

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY   STATE

   
ZIP/POSTAL ZONE  COUNTRY

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL  

WEB ADDRESS

2ND (VACATION) ADDRESS (if over 3 months)

CITY / STATE / ZIP / COUNTRY

START (DAY / MO)  END (DAY /MO)

Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.
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Wheaton, IL, 60189

NAME

STREET ADDRESS CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

CITY

ZIP/POSTAL ZONE

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL

STATE

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

Chicago . District Chapter 103
Colored Pencil Society of America

(Make checks payable to: CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103)

Additional Information

2010-2011
Chicago 
District Chapter 103
Membership

 Due November 1, 2010

I understand that all CPSA memberships must be 
renewed every November 1 and that chapter dues cannot 
be prorated.  
I also understand I must join the National CPSA organiza-
tion to be affliated with the local chapter.

Calendar: Sundays, 1:30pm, Palatine Public Library unless noted. 
September 19, 2010 - Ed Brickler, Canson Papers;
    DVD of 18th CPSA International Exhibition
October 24, 2010 -Treasury of Techniques
November 06-07, 2010 - "Speedy Landscapes with 
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February 27, 2011 - (Note later date) Draw in - 
Experimental Surfaces (Slate, vellum, etc.)
March 20, 2011-12:30- Chapter Critique, Nancy 
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April 17, 2011 -TBA
May 15, 2011-12:30pm - TBA mini-workshop 
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New member      Renewal

I would like to actively participate in CPSA Chicago Chapter 103.
_ Publicity
_ Hospitality
_ Exhibitions
_ Computer Work _ Mac _PC
_ Demonstrations
_ Other

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

chicago-dc103@cpsa.org 9/2008

When you join CPSA, you receive the following benefits:
• Full-color magazine, To The Point, twice annually
• CPSA Membership Directory and Handbook
• District Chapters across the US for local and regional networking
• Product research, pigment identification, lightfast information
• Lower entry fees for CPSA  exhibitions
• Lower rate workshops at CPSA conventions
• Ability to earn Signature status (only qualifying members who  

pay dues each year are authorized to use the initials CPSA and/or  
CPX after their name)

• Links to the websites of CPSA members

Members must be 18 years or older.
Dues: CPSA now offers Online Payment at www.cpsa.org
     $40 (US funds)/yr   US & Canada
     $45 (US funds)/yr   all other countries
     $500 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership
     $650 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Canada
     $800 (US funds)     Lifetime Membership – Other Country
Note: Amounts in excess of dues will be considered a donation

Membership starts Nov. 1 each year; no prorated dues.
Please return this form with your check payable to:  CPSA;  

Pay by December 1 to appear in Directory.
Cynthia Haase, Membership Director

PMB 184, 8156 South Wadsworth Blvd. Unit E
Littleton, CO 80128

Email:  membership@cpsa.org

2009

New member         Change my contact information
What is your level of expertise?
Beginner       Intermediate      Advanced      Professional
I teach workshops
How did you hear about CPSA

___________________________________________
 Check here to OMIT your name from the CPSA 
 Directory.

www.cpsa.org

MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please print carefully. What you write here goes in the Directory.

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY   STATE

   
ZIP/POSTAL ZONE  COUNTRY

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL  

WEB ADDRESS

2ND (VACATION) ADDRESS (if over 3 months)

CITY / STATE / ZIP / COUNTRY

START (DAY / MO)  END (DAY /MO)

Membership renewals
Renewals were due November 1.If you haven’t sent your dues yet, you are late. Please send them 

immediately. If you are not renewing, please let us know so we don’t keep notifying you.
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2010-2011  

CHICAGO  

DISTRICT  

CHAPTER 103 

BOARD AND 

CHAIRPEOPLE

President

Joan E. RobERtson, CPsa
Phone: 847-526-4515
email: jrober1061@comcast.net

Vice President

LoIs HEnKEL bRoWn
Phone: 708-354-0011

Treasurer

RobERt C. LasKy, CPsa

Phone:  630-668-8984

email:  sitework@gmail.com

Secretary

bEtH R. DaLEo
Phone:  815-477-4419
email:  bhrdaleo@sbcglobal.net

Membership Director

LEs sMItH                     

Phone: 630-469-7008 
Cell phone: 630-306-2908

email: LTSmith39@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

syLvIa WEstgaRD, CPsa

Phone: 847-537-3871

email: westgard484@comcast.net 
          sylvia.westgard@d214.org
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Palatine Public Library
700 N. Court Dr.

If coming from Rte. 53, exit 
at Dundee Rd. and go west 
to Hicks Rd. Turn left and go 
south on Hicks to 1st Bank Dr. 
It’s a stop light. Turn right and 
go to the stop sign. Turn right 
and the Library is there.
From Northwest Hwy., you can 
go north on Hicks to the stop 
light, turn left and go to stop 
sign, turn right and you are 
there. Or, you can turn onto 1st 
Bank Dr. at the stop light by 
Bakers Square and the Bank. 
Opposite of this light is the 
shopping center that has Hobby 
Lobby and Ace.

2011 Dates

March 20 12:30 p.m. 
Members’ Critique with Nancy Hart

April 17 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Framing techniques at the Guenther Gallery, Itasca.  

This will not be at the Palatine Library. (see map below)

May 15 12:30 p.m. 
Mini-workshop with Priscilla Humay on clouds  

and shadows

September 18 1:30 p.m. 
DVD of International Exhibition and Speaker

October 16 1:30 p.m. 
To be announced

CHAPTER 
MEETINGS WILL 

BE HELD IN 
THE PALATINE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Tis the season to ... Draw. I hope everyone has a safe Holiday. I 
find the winter months are great for catching up with practicing 
new techniques. I had the pleasure of attending the two-day 
workshop “The Keys To Successful Trompe L’oeil” (fooling the 
eye) presented by Arlene Steinberg. I looking forward to applying 
some of her techniques and adapting it to my portraits. Look for 
the Dec-Jan issue for an extensive write up on the workshop.
After spending a small fortune on an iPad this summer I found I 
really had no use for it except to check email. A few weeks ago 
I found a great use for it as a drawing tool. I find it’s great tool 
for archiving reference photos. I started to collect examples of 
eyes, noses and mouths from different ages, gender and races. 
I’m working on a drawing now where I am not happy with the 
hair from my photo of my subject. I would like to change the 
way the hair drapes. I can now go in and find examples of hair 
styles and color and how hair color changes in different lighting. 
Years ago before we ever had a computer artists used to keep file 
cabinets full of photography for reference from tear sheets out of 

magazines. I would collect reference photos 
for children and adult faces and animals. In the 
piece I’m working in now, I have my reference 
photos of my subject stored on the I pad as 
well as children’s eyes that I can enlarge for 
reference and gives me the opportunity to add 
more detail where my photos lacks. I than can 
go back to my live subject for color correction 
and accuracy and details.

Another tool I’m starting to use is Ann 
Kullberg’s portrait lessons and portrait tool sets on CD. It 
comes with a skin tone value chart and tips that she uses in her 
workshops. This chart explains how to color gums as well as how 
to color the whites of the eyes. Give me a little time and I can 
share what I have learned from the CDs.
Hope to see everyone at our “draw-in” January meeting.

Tracy Frein 
Co-president

October/November 2011 • Volume 19, No. 6

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT

Chapter 
members 
get a closer 
look at Gail 
Collier’s 
work at the 
Chapter’s 
show 
“Reaching 
Beyond 
Colored 
Pencil.”
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We welcomed Strathmore Representative, 
Barbara Faro, to our September meeting.  She 
showed an interesting video about the history 
of paper and of the Strathmore brand, as well as 
building on our understanding of papermaking 
techniques and terminology.  We were grateful 
for her visit and also, for sharing many samples 
of the different products Strathmore offers. 
 We ran out of time during our September 
meeting so we postponed the viewing of the 
DVD from the 2011 International Show and 
Explore This 7 until October.  Many thanks to 
Joan Robertson for ordering the DVD for this 
purpose.  If you missed seeing this collection of 
artwork juried into both of these CPSA shows, 
ask about it at a future meeting or view them at 
the CPSA website (see link below).
Our October meeting went a little off of the 
rails after the DVD viewing.  We had intended 
to do a still life draw-in but Les Smith had 

his laptop available to show us his preliminary 
plans for a chapter website and an interesting 
technological discussion began.  We’re hoping to 
have a presence on Facebook as well as a website 
that will be linked to the national CPSA site.
For now, those of you who are comfortable 
with surfing the net, be sure to check out the 
newly redesigned CPSA website at   www.cpsa.
org   Besides offering  the opportunity to view 
entries from the International Show and Explore 
This, the CPSA site can answer just about 
any question you have about the organization 
(and there’s a way to contact someone if you 
CAN’T find an answer to your question!).    Be 
sure to sign up for breaking news with the CPSA 
blog too. You will also be informed if you join the 
Facebook group or follow them on Twitter.  One 
of those is enough  as they seem to post the same 
thing on each. 

— Beth Daleo

 Many artists I know collect drawing pads. I 
confess I have several. Some were freebies, others 
just enticed me at a weak moment. Maybe it was 
the handmade paper or the unusual cover. It might 
have been a unique size, just right for a bag or 
backpack.. or maybe it was ideal for those long 
train rides or vacations. Of course, I collect art 
books too but the subject of this review is one I 
keep returning to for its practical tips and ideas. 
 Cathy Johnson, author of Artist’s Journal 
Workshop: creating your life in words and 
pictures has enlisted 27 additional artists to share 
comments about and pages from their ongoing art 
journals. The book layouts are busy and colorful 
but the voyeur in me likes to peek at the pages of 
any artist’s sketchbook. I was enthralled.
 Johnson’s inspiration came from books on spiritual journaling 
and illuminated journals but this book allows for a variety of 
options. One chapter shows examples of how accomplished 
artists maintain a variety of types: nature journals, travel 
journals, journals that act as a therapy during difficult times or 
spiritual journals. The author herself likes to take an “integrated” 
approach and weaves many of these varieties into her journaling 
style. She reports that she has kept a journal of one sort or 
another for 40+ years. 
 Among the varied examples of journal pages, Johnson includes 
boxes with tips such as First Page Ideas and How to handle 

mistakes . She suggests useful materials and 
tools to employ and provides suggestions for 
designing pages. Her preferred materials appear 
to be a combination of wax colored pencils, 
watercolor pencils, ink, watercolor paints and 
graphite. For anyone wanting to do more art, 
this book is an ideal guide for exercising our art 
skills when we’re too busy, when we need an 
outlet or just a place to loosen up. She devotes 
a chapter to the Journaling lifestyle, giving 
suggestions for how to make journaling actually 
happen. There’s not a page without a variety of 
intriguing suggestions and examples from her 
troop of journaling artists. 
 At a recent event, I overheard someone saying 

she hadn’t picked up a pencil in a long time. Just as a daily, 
written journal can be a comfort or a release, an artist journal 
can add that additional art practice that many busy people crave. 
The guided approach in Artist’s Journal Workshop allows the 
reader to begin journaling at his or her own pace. At first glance, 
colored pencil artists might see a lot of water media but this book 
is perfect for the colored pencil purist or someone who dabbles 
with a variety of media. The best artists combine craftsmanship 
with a subject matter they love. Cathy Johnson’s ideas provide 
a framework for cultivating that personal approach to drawing 
that’s so important in generating ideas. 

— Beth Daleo

Fall Meeting Sum Up

Barbara Faro, Strathmore 
representative offered 
insight into papermaking 
history and techniques.

“Artist’s Journal Workshop: creating your life in words and pictures” 
by Cathy Johnson. North Light Books, Cincinnati, Ohio; copyright 2011

Book Review
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In the fall of every year the “Birds in Art” exhibit comes 
to the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wausau 
Wisconsin. Talented artists from throughout the world are 
invited to show their fresh depictions and interpretations 
of all things avian. The work is superb and worth the drive 
up to Wausau. Here’s a small sampling of some works on 
paper including graphite and colored pencil.

—Sylvia Westgard

“Birds in Art” attract  
a flock of outstanding  

artists every year

“Speak, Memory X” by Karen Bondarchuk. 
Charcoal

“Petunias with Hummer” (detail) by Cole Johnson.  
Graphite.

“Brown Pelican” by B. Hugh McPeck.  
Graphite and gouache

“Peep” by Sueellen Ross. India ink,  
watercolor and colored pencil
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Kym Beckman 
won both 
a Judge’s 
Mention and 
the People’s 
Choice Award 
for her “Nonni.”

‘Reaching Beyond Colored Pencil’ 2011 Chapter Show

Best of Show:
“Forever” by Andria Burchett
Judge’s comment: A “jewel” of a drawing. I picked this as Best in 
Show because of the virtuosity of the technique.  I appreciate the 
attention to detail, focusing on quality of light on different textures 
as it is reflected and held.  The satin, lace, pearls and rhinestones all 
glow with a different kind of diffused light. It is quietly beautiful, 
and perfect in its simplicity, but with plenty of interest in so small a 
drawing to keep the eye and mind engaged.

Award of Excellence:
“Elevating Fall” by Gail T. Collier, CPSA
Judge’s comment: In this piece I really appreciated a 
fresh and visually engaging take on traditional subject 
matter.  The composition challenges our understanding of 
these small mundane objects while the use of color makes 
us linger on their beauty with fresh eyes.  The colors 
are beautifully saturated, while the reflections have a 
wonderful contrasting delicacy. 

The opening reception of this year’s chapter show was 
well attended. Forty nine drawings were on display 
representing the work of 25 Chapter members. The show 
was again held at the Schaumburg Prairie Center for the 
Arts during October. This year’s judge was Nina Weiss, a 
Chicago-area artist, and instructor at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Columbia College and the Evanston 
Art Center. Excerpts of her comments on some of the 
winning pieces are shown below.
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CHAPTER SHOW WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners 
of “Reaching Beyond Colored 
Pencil”! They are: 

Best of Show ($150) – 
Andria Burchett, “Forever”
Award of Excellence 
($100) – Gail T. Collier, CPSA, 
“Elevating Fall”
Award of Merit ($75) – Amy 
S. Turner, “Resolute, They 
Stand”
Honorable Mention ($50) –  
Joan E. Robertson, CPSA, 
“Japanese Spring”
Judge’s Mentions:
Kym Beckman,  
“Nonni”
Bobbie Brown, CPSA,  
“Harmony”
Joan E. Robertson, CPSA,  
“Sea Grapes II”
Joan Shepelak, CPSA, ,  
Untitled
Scott Westgard, “Song of the 
Wren”
People’s Choice Award: 
Kim Beckman, “Nonni” 

‘Reaching Beyond Colored Pencil’ 2011 Chapter Show

Award of Merit:
“Resolute, The Stand” by Amy S. Turner
Judge’s comment: The unusual vertical 
composition and unique handling of the 
clouds drew me in to this drawing.  The 
range and delicacy of colors in the white 
dove are delightful and inventive.

Honorable Mention:
“Japanese Spring” by Joan E. 
Robertson, CPSA
Judge’s comment: The complexity 
of color, composition and pattern in 
this drawing are a visual feast.  I enjoy 
the areas of intense focus juxtaposed 
against areas of calm, as well as the 
thoughtfulness of the chosen subject 
matter.

The drawing of “Buzz” was a tribute 
to my friend, trainer and coach Bill 
Busby. For the base I did a wash 

of Starbucks coffee over 
Ampersand ClaybordTM. I 
applied colored pencil over 
the coffee and added workable 
fixative between layers. In the 
final stage of the piece, I added 
more of the “coffee” wash over 
the colored pencil letting it run, 
dabbing any overly saturated 
areas. Lastly, I added colored 
Pencil Sticks to give it a more 
loose feeling. It was a thrill 
to have a three of my subjects 
attending our chapter show.

— Tracy Frein

Getting a “Buzz” from 
Starbucks coffee
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Raffle for 120 Derwent Pencil Set
Joan Robertson won one of the big raffle prizes at the International Convention in Dallas, the 
wood box of 120 Derwent Artists Pencils.  This is a fabulous prize and is worth around $342.  It 
is not easily available through any catalogue or on-line source, in fact to buy it you would have to 
contact Derwent representatives.  While smaller tins and single pencils are available, there is no 
store that carries this huge box of pencils.  Sylvia has used these for years and loves them; Joan 
recommends them too.  
Because Joan already had been given a box like this as a gift, she is generously donating this one 
to the CPSA Chicago DC 103 as a raffle item to raise money for the chapter.
Raffle tickets are being sold for $5 a ticket for this unusual and rare item.  They will be available at 
the workshop in November and at the winter and spring meetings.  The drawing for this wonderful 
box of pencils will be held at the May mini-workshop.  You do not have to be present to win.

Each year our chapter is contacted by the National 
organization to donate funds toward awards for the 
CPSA sponsored shows such as the International 
Exhibition and Explore This. Often, we will receive 
notes of gratitude from the award recipients. One 
arrived recently and demonstrates the value of 
supporting these shows and the talented CPSA 
members who enter. It is for these reasons, as well as 
providing quality programs at our meetings, that we 
appreciate your timely membership renewals.

Give yourself  
the gift of  
a renewed  
membership  
in CPSA Chicago 
District Chapter 103!  The 
membership year is Nov. 
1, 2011 - Oct. 31, 2012.  
Renewal forms for Local 
and National membership 
can be found on the next 
page.

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Lois Henkel Brown was in the 
Morton Arboretum Artist Guild 
show held November 18-20. 
She showed “White Wild Houby 
(Mushrooms)” and a drawing of 
pears from her tree called “Almost 
Done.” 
Sylvia Westgard, CPSA, garnered 
four awards in September 
shows: Award of Excellence at 
the Oakbrook Center Fine Art 
Exhibition; two Collector’s Purchase 
Awards at Rockford’s Greenwich 
Village Art Fair; and Best of 
Drawing award at the Art in the 
Barn show in Barrington.
Priscilla Humay, CPSA, 
participated in a show titled “Three 
Artists Entwined” at the David L. 
Pierce Center hosted by the Aurora 
Public Art Commission and held 
September 9 through November 11.
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Please return this form,with your $20.00 check to: 

Robert C. Lasky, DC 103 
425 W. Park Avenue,
Wheaton, IL, 60189

NAME

STREET ADDRESS CHANGE OF
 ADDRESS?

CITY

ZIP/POSTAL ZONE

PHONE (INCLUDE AREA CODE)

E-MAIL

STATE

Colored Pencil Society of America
Chicago  • District Chapter 103

(Make checks payable to: CPSA Chicago District Chapter 103)

Additional Information

Chicago District Chapter 103
Due November 1, 2011

I understand that all CPSA memberships must be renewed 
every November 1 and that chapter dues cannot be prorated.  
I also understand I must join the National CPSA organization 
to be affliated with the local chapter.

    Yes! I have paid my national CPSA membership dues

New member          Renewal
I would like to actively participate in 
CPSA Chicago Chapter 103.
_ Publicity
_ Hospitality
_ Exhibitions
_ Computer Work _ Mac _PC
_ Demonstrations
_ Other ____________________________

2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

chicago-dc103@cpsa.org 8/2011

When you join CPSA, you receive the following benefits:
Full-color magazine, •	 To the Point, twice annually
CPSA Membership Directory•	
District Chapters across the US for local and regional networking•	
Product research and lightfastness information•	
Lower entry fees for CPSA exhibitions•	
Lower workshop fees at CPSA conventions•	
Ability	to	earn	Signature	status	(only	qualified,	current	members	are	•	
authorized to use CPSA and/or CPX after their names)
Free link to your website•	

2012 Membership Enter information exactly as you wish it to appear in the  
CPSA Directory.
q Check here if you DO NOT want to appear in the Directory

Please print clearly:
NAME  
                                                                                         

STREET ADDRESS

CITY                                                                         STATE / PROVINCE

ZIP / POSTAL CODE                                               COUNTRY

TELEPHONE
(INCLUDE AREA CODE)

EMAIL ADDRESS

WEBSITE ADDRESS
(IF APPLICABLE)

SECOND (VACATION) ADDRESS (if valid annually for 3 months or more)

STREET ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / CODE / COUNTRY

START DATE                                                        END DATE 
(Month / Day)                                                        (Month / Day)

  
CHAPTER(S) NAME / NUMBER: 
Are you a CPSA District Chapter member?  q YES  q NO    

q I am a new member* 
q I am renewing my membership
q My contact information changed
*How did you learn about CPSA? _____
________________________________
 
2012 Membership starts Nov. 1, 2011. No prorated dues. Pay between September 1  
and December 31 to receive all mailings and avoid a lapse in membership. Those paying 
after Dec. 31 will not receive a printed Directory or Fall-Winter To The Point. Memberships 
not renewed by April 1 will lapse, resulting in the loss of any Signature status and  
acceptances counting toward Signature status. Charter members will also lose that  
designation. Artists must be 18 years or older to join. CPSA also offers online payment at 
www.cpsa.org. If mailing, include appropriate payment:

$45 (US funds) / year US / Canada
$65 (US funds) / year All other countries
$515 (US funds) Lifetime Membership (US)   
$680 (US funds) Lifetime Membership (Canada)
$835 (US funds) Lifetime Membership (all other countries)

Note: Amounts received in excess of dues will be considered a donation 

Please make your check payable to 
CPSA and return this form to:

CJ Worlein, CPSA Membership Director
16055 SW Walker Road, Box #253

Beaverton, OR 97006-4942

Email: membership@cpsa.org
CPSA website: www.cpsa.org
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2011-2012  
CHICAGO  
DISTRICT  

CHAPTER 103 
BOARD AND 

CHAIRPEOPLE

Co-presidents

Beth R. Daleo
Phone:  815-477-4419
email:  bhrdaleo@sbcglobal.net

tRacy FRein 
Phone: 773-320-6267
email: tracyfrein@gmail.com

Vice President

loiS henKel BRoWn
Phone: 708-354-0011

Treasurer

RoBeRt c. laSKy, cPSa
Phone:  630-668-8984
email:  sitework@gmail.com

Secretary

Kym BecKman
Phone: 630-207-8131  
email: kimberlybeckman@comcast.net

Membership Director

leS Smith
Phone: 630-469-7008 
Cell phone: 630-306-2908
email: LTSmith39@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Sylvia WeStgaRD, cPSa

Phone: 847-537-3871
email: westgard484@comcast.net 
          sylvia.westgard@d214.org
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Palatine Public Library
700 N. Court Dr.

If coming from Rte. 53, exit 
at Dundee Rd. and go west 
to Hicks Rd. Turn left and go 
south on Hicks to 1st Bank Dr. 
It’s a stop light. Turn right and 
go to the stop sign. Turn right 
and the Library is there.
From Northwest Hwy., you can 
go north on Hicks to the stop 
light, turn left and go to stop 
sign, turn right and you are 
there. Or, you can turn onto 1st 
Bank Dr. at the stop light by 
Bakers Square and the Bank. 
Opposite of this light is the 
shopping center that has Hobby 
Lobby and Ace.

December  No meeting 

January 15   1:30 p.m. 
Limited Palette Draw-In

February 26   1:30 p.m. 
Note: alternate location to be at the Itasca Library

March 18  12:30 p.m. 
Guest Critique. Stretch Sunday

Note earlier meeting time. 

April 15   1:30 p.m. 
Figure Drawing

May 6  1:30 p.m. 
Mini Worshop — Instructor and theme to be determined

CHAPTER 
MEETINGS WILL 

BE HELD IN 
THE PALATINE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

2011-2012 MEETINGS
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